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travagance appalled the more cautious members of the
administration. Pitt confessedly knew nothing of finance,
and as Walpole says, £he kept aloof from all detail,
drew magnificent plans, and left others to find the magnifi-
cent means.' He seems even to have exulted in the
magnitude of the expense. No doubt money was wasted,
but the magnificent plans could hardly have been
executed without waste, and, as Pitt himself maintained,
prompt expenditure is good economy in war. And the
country prospered as it had never prospered before.
Pitt's conquests opened up markets for English com-
merce all over the world, and the exports which as usual
declined at the commencement of the war recovered
with more than the usual rapidity.
The only dark spot in the brilliant prospect was
Prussia, whose fortunes sank as those of England rose.
Towards the end of 1759 the English Govern-
ment had joined Frederick in making overtures
for peace, but the time had not come yet. Austria refused
to hear of it, and though France was anxious to retire
from the war, and make a separate agreement with Eng-
land, Maria Theresa would allow her to do so only on
condition that England .should withdraw her support
from Frederick. This was impossible, as Pitt, with no
less politic wisdom than honour, had repeatedly declared
that he would never abandon his ally.
Negotiations were therefore dropped till the spring
of 1761, when they were resumed by Choiseul, seconded
on this occasion by Austria and Russia.    The
proposes       English Government sent an envoy to Paris,
peace.	an(j fae Drench Government sent an envoy to
London, to discuss a separate arrangement, which, it was
hoped, might lead to a general pacification ; but these
negotiations, though protracted through the summer,
were as fruitless as the last. Pitt had no very strong

